VV- beleive you have heard of the Impriſonment of Mr. | Mary 
dmund Calamy ; as alſo of the matter of fa&#,viz. py 
for preaching ; being diſ-inabed thereunto for his Non-con; 
formily to the preſent ſtate of affairs in the Church of Eng- _ 
rand: Many (webave heard) do blame him for bis impru- 8D 
dency, in ating againſt a known Law, but Nemo omnibus 
horis ſapit 3 yet we arebold to ſay: he is the more excuſable, | 
foraſmnch as it was in atime of need; Do you not know__ 
what David did when he was an hungred, and thoſe that : 
were with him, Matth. 12. 3, 4, &c. It is wel! known Mr; | 
Calamy werxt to Church with no intention to preach, but to The Prea 
bear, but the Miniſter that was expeFed, failing, Mr.Calamy : ied 
being preſent was entreated and encouraged by ſome eminen! | 
perſons there to perform the Work; who preſently anſweree. | 

their defire, and it may be that Scripture was urgent, 1 Cor. binow t 
9.16, &c. $0 that be preached not as Curate or LeQurer, , 
but only occaſionally, end that not in contempt of Anthority. 
te ſuppoſe yow are deſirous 1s ſee the Sermon, we have there- ——— 
fore gratified your deſire, and aſſure youthat this is printed [8 £ 
wot to prejudice the Preacher, but to benefit the Reader. Tm- ire 


An Advertiſement to the Reader. 
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| St, Mary Aldermanbury, Decemb. 
28, 1662 by Edmund Calamy,B,D, 
late Miniſter there. 
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L SAM. 4. 3- 


- And when became, IoEli ſate upon a ſeat by the 
Tay fade, Wwaiching, for his beart trembled 
for fear of the Ark of God. 


RESE= Hat you may thebetter underſtand this Text, 
kr; 14.5 320M! you muſt know,that what ever God threat- 
ths "Bd, enedagainſt old El;z,in the ſecondand third 
WT Chapters, it was becauſe he did not reitrain 


his ewo wicked Sons from their leud 
_K==2== courſes, and is hereexecuted in this fourth 

Chapter ; and therefore we read in thebeginning of the 
Chapter, that four thouſand of the Children of 1ſrael were 
flain by the Philiftizes ; and the Elders of Iſrael met toge- 


ther to conſider what they might do to repair this great | 
los; they confeſs. that it was the Lord that h1d ſmittzn 
them 3. I/berefore bath the Lord ſmitten-us ? But they _ 

1 - | y 


# 
—— _ — 


— em arr IR 


(2) 
ly imagined that the way to repair the loſs, would be by 
fetching the Ark from Shiloe, and carry it into the bat- 


tle; whereupon they appointed Hspbzz: and Phineas to 


take tne Ark of the Covenant, and carry it into the Dartle,, 


thereby 1nagining, that the preſence? of the Ark would 
ſecure chem from ruin : But herein they were miſerably 
miſtaken ; for the reaſon why they were ſmitten, was not 
becaiiſe the Ark'was in the Camp, but becauſe fin was jn 
the Tamp 3 for as Augrſtine obſerves , The Ark wherein 
the two Tables were, would not protec thoſe that had 
broken the two Tables; the Ark of the Covenant would 
not preſerve thoſe that had broken their Covenant with 
God; therefore notwithilanding the preſence of the 
Ark, there were thirty thouſand of the Children of Irgel 


{lain in the battle, and Hophni and Phineas that bore the 


Ark were {liin, and the Ark it (elf was taken Pri- 
loner. 
But now let us conſider what old El: was doing all the 
while the battle was fighting. The good old man was 98. 
years old, he was not able to go to the battle ; but he got 


1pon a ſeat by the way ſide, near the battle where it was 


fought, and there he firs watching -what will 5ecome of 


the Ark : AndloEli ſut #0on a ſeat by the way ſide,vat-hing z 
for bis beart trembled for fear of the Ark of Goo © tor fear 
leſt the Ark of God {ſhould be caken. He was got ir oubled 


what would become of his two Sons, he'was not t: >ubled * 


what ſhould become of the people of. Iſrael ; bur all his 


crouble was for the Ark of God ; He ſat by the way fide : 


watching, for bis heart trembled for the Ark of God. 
In the words we haye three parts. 


I. We have old Els ſolicitouſnels concerning the Ark 
He ſat watching, &e. | 


2. His fearfulneſſe ; Old Eli trembled for fear of the 
Ark.. 

3. OIdE!:'s preferring the ſafety of the Ark before the 
ſatety of his two Sons, and before the ſafety of his Wife 
any Chiliren : Old El: ſat walching, - for bis heart trembled 


for 


8 Ark wast 
kn the Ar! 
Wd, and 
1 for Go 
10, For 1 
e Ark was 
ik 0: Lo 


ER the loly, mayer the Ark of God. But you SAL ſay unto me, What was 

Tis tnyghis Ark, this Ark of God 2 Why ſhould Old El; tremble 
C þbnj ad por fear of the Ark? Why, I will tell you 3 This Ark was 
, and caſyitinagyhe holieſt of all che things-of God 3 it was ſo holy, that 
preſence of the Doug every place holy whereitcame: Soloyy12 brought the 


herein they were awghter of Pharoah out of the (ity of David, wut the 
they were {mitt yp doſe that be bad builded for ber; for he ſaid , My Wife 
amp, but becuaſe y$211 720t dwell in the Houſe of David King of Iſrael , be- 
dolerves, The MLLIG the places are boly whereunto the Ark of the Lord had 
not Pprote& thþg9me , 2 Cor. 8. 11. This Ark was the dwelling place of 
rk of the Coryo0d : Pray obſerve (irs, this will make way for an excellenc 
roken their Cogt(courle by and by. Fhis Ark of God was the hybitation 
ding the preſey/ Of God, Pf 99 1. The Lord fitteth between the Cherubins, 
nd of the Chily32d they were placed over the Ark; tas Ark was the ſpeak- 
z and Phines wing place of God, it was the place where Gol met the peo- 
k ir (elf muy PIE of Iſrael when he gave them anſwer concerning any 
_ *donbt : They came toconſult with God before the Ark,, 

> old EI: wal Exod. 25. 21,22, Thou fhalt put th: Mercy-ſeat above the 
The 2ood ol Ark, and there I will meet thee, and Commune with tbee from 
ro thebell  #bove the Afercy-ſeat , from between the two Cherubins which 
4 hb bad iy #70 pon the Ark, for the teſtimony of all things which ] will 
Far Tne wart "I ive thee in commandment wnto the Chil dren of 1{rael. 
ching -what "This Ark for which Old El: was (o (olicitous, 1t was Gods 
24t by the wjligortool , and all the people of [ſrae/ did worlhip at this 
the Ar k, of 6:\,orftool, fall dowa before this foot ool, Pſal. 99.5. Let 
caken. He w.comeandfall down,any worſhip at his fo »tſto0), z. e.be- 
o Sons, he wah... the Ark ; this Ark was the ſtrength of Iſrael, (oit is 
2ople of Ifrl;®.\led, Pſa.78. 6x. He dehvered his firength intd capti= 
od; He ſat Fity : that is, the Ark ; the Ark it wa: the glory of | 
| for the Ark Pifrael, and it was the {trength of Iſrael, nay , let me add, 
parts. his Ark was the terror of the Enemys of God; taerefore 
ouſneſs concetitiwhen the Ariz came into the battel , the Philitines were 
fraid , and aid, what. ſhall become of- us- ? wo to 

1: trembled fo ffs , for God 'is come down into tle. CanipP, 1 Sam. 
+. 4. 9. For indeed this Ark was called Feboavab : when 

afety of the aiBhe Ark was to move, taere wasa cry, (Numb. 25. ) 
fore the GafetdAriſe Q Lord , and let thine enennes be. - (catrered.. 


ching, for bi = 


(4) 


Ina word,the ark wasa pledge and viſible ſymboleof Gods 


gracious preſence with his people ; As longasthe Ark was 


ſafe,they were ſafe; As long as the Ark was with them,Gods jy 


preſence was with them , the tokens of Gods prelence was 
with them ; but when the Ark was taken away, that was a 
fign that God was gone ; his proteCting, preſerving, con- 
forting preſence was gone ; and therefore no wonder this 
go0d Old man was fo troubled for fear leſt the Ark of God 
thould be taken Priſoner : I call him a good Old Man 3 but 
many Learned men think Old El: was nota good man; 1n- 
deed his fault was great in not puniſhing his two Sons ;. but 


ſurely, ſurely he was a good man; and there are theſe two 


reaſonsto make it out that Old El: wasa good man. 


The one is this, That he took thepuniſhmene of his 1n1- 
quity ſo patiently, when young Same had told him what 
the Lord had intended againſt him ; It z of the Lord (faith 
he) let him do what ſeemeth him good. 


Secondly, He was a good man asappeared in the Text,his 
ſolicicouſneſs what ſhould become of the Ark,and the trem- 
bling of his (ou), leſt the Ark of God ſhould miſcarry. . 

| Nowbeforel ſpeak to the point of Do&rine, 7 mult fur- 
ther tell you, chat this Ark was a type of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
as Go(ſpake by the Ark, and from the Ark, ſp God ſpeaks 
rous by Chriſt. And then ſecondly the Ark yas a. 
the Church of Chriſt ; for as the Ark, was a preſeryer of the 
two Tables ofthe Law, ſo the Church of Chriſt is a preſer- 
ver of the Scriptures. Thirdly, The Ark was a type of the 


Ordinances of Chriſt , for as God did communicate him{elf 


co his peopleby the Ark, ſo God by his Ordinances doth 
communicate his counſels, his comforts and his graces unto 
his people. The Ordina'ices of God are Oracalum., the 
ſpeaking placeof God, -by which he conveys himſelf to his 
people. 
The Text now being this expounded, there are theſe two 
excellent cor cluſions to be learned from it. 
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- Firſt, Whenthe Arkof (5) is ia danger to be oft, the 

nic of God have thoughtful heads, and trembling 
earts. | 

Secoadly, That 2 child of God is more troubled, and 
moreſolicitous what {hall become of the Ark, that what 
{hall become of his wife and children, or his eſtate z he lays 
more to heart the danger the Ark of God is in, than the 
danger his wife, chi'dren, and eſtate is in. 

Firſt, When the Ark of God is in danger to be loff, 
the people of 04d have thoughtful heads, and trembling 
hearts: 

Bur if I may put this Do@rrine into a Goſpe]-dreſs, take 
the DoCtrine tits : Taat when the Goſpel 1s 1n danzer 
of loling, when tine Miniſtry 1s 4n danger of loſing, when 
Goſpel-Qrdinances are in danger. of being loſt, then the 
peopleof God have trembling hearts, and careful and (o- 
licitous heads, 1 do not ſay when the Ark 15 loſt, for that 


- . was death to old El;, he broke his neck, he was ſo trou- 


bled when the Ark was loſt; jt coſt the life of old Z!:'s 
daughter, Phinexs wife ; when the. Ark was taken prifon- 
er, ſhe took no comfort in her child that was newly born, 
ſhe regarded it not; they told her a man-child was born, 
that we had a ſon, but ſhe regard=d it not ; for, ſaid ſhe, 
The Glory is gone, the glory is departed from [ſrael. There- 


fore I donot fay, when the Ark of God is loſt, but when 


it is in danger of loling ; when the Goſpel is in dan- 
er, andthe Ordinances of God in danger of being Joſt, 
then the people of God have trembling hearts and ,care« 
fail neads. | 

ihus we read, Exod 33. 3. God threatens he would 
not go with the people of Iſrael; I will not go with you, 


Orgei® f.;r you area ſtiff-neched people 3 andrhey were {o troubled for 
md! the loſs of Gods preſence, that they put off their ornamenty; 
 Whenthe people of God heard this evil tidings, th it they ſhould 
ae lofe the preſence of God, they marerned, and no man put on bis or- 
; Paments. You ſhall read that they were without the pre- 
God twenty years, 1 Sam, 7. 2. 4nd it came to 
.B __ Pajs 


J3'3 


(Iy 

raſs, that whilethe Habs Kirajah Jeriw , that it was 
long, for it was twenty years : and all the hysſe of Irael Jamen-: 
ied after the Lord, that is, aſterthe Ark, after the preſence 
of God ſpeakins from aboye the Ark,So you read of Vriap, 
whenDavid would fain have hail-him 
houſe, and make merry , but mark, what Uri-b anſwered, 
2 Sam.11.11. The Ark, and Iſrael and Judah abids in Texts, 
{ mark it I pray ) and my Lord kneweth the Servant of the 
Lord are in the camp, 1m the open field - And ſhall I go anwn to 
my hoaſe-t» eat and drink , andto lye with my Wife ? as thou 
liveſt, and as thy foul liveth, T will not dz this thing, We' read 
alſ of Eljas,that he was very zealous for the Lord of Hois, 
i Kings 19. 10. TheChHdren of Iſrael have forſaken their 
Covenant,they have thrown down thine Alters, and flain 
thy Prophets, and1 am very zealous. 


Now all this proves,that when the Ark of Col is in dan- 
ger, the people of God have very much erembled; and there 
aretaelereaſong for rt, why the people of God are ſo much 
troubled when the Ark of God is in danger. 


'1. Becauſeof the love that they bear to the Ark of God; 
35 God loveth the gates of $107 more then all the dwellings 
of 7acoeb ; ſothe people of God they love the Miniltry and 
the faithful Miniſters of feſus Chrift above all other things 
in the world;and therefore faith David (Pſa: 26.8.) O Lord 
I bayelsvedthe habitation of thy houſe,andthe place wherethine 


bonour dwelleth,and in Ph.27.4.0ne thing bave ] deſiredof the 


Lord, that will I ſeek after,that T may dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord al] the drys of my life. Now you know love ltirreth np 


affection, You have hear( the ſtory of Creſws,who when he 
ſaw his Father ready to be killed, though. he-never ſpake all 


his life time,yet the verylove that he did bear to his father, 
burſt the ftrings of his t9ngoue,and he cryed otur,0 kill not my 


Father, kill n'tmy Fatber : Such is the love that the Saints. - 


of God have to the Ark of God, that it muſt break foi th, 


andj they cann2t be lilent , that they cannor. but tremble. 
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for fear the Ark ſhould Ag for Sions ſake they cannot 
hold their peace,andfor Feruſalems ſake they cannot reſt till 
the Lord make therighteous thereofto go forth as bright-= 
neſs,and theſalvation thereof as a Jamp that burneth. 


Secondly, The people of God cannot but be troubled 
whey the Ark is in danger, becauſe of the interelt that they 
have inthe Ark of God; Now you know intereſt tirreth' 
up affetion; when a mans own houſe is on fire, as you have: 
had a fad and lamentable accident much to be laid to heart, 
that hapened yeſterday morning, a very ſad accident, and 
ſuch as / (uppoſe, if the Miniſter thit was appointed ro 
Preach,had been here, he would have ſtudied to have affet- 
ed your hearts with that providence, and indeed it1s not to 


be forgotten: How ſudJenly may we after we have beet 


feaſting,be burnt to aſhes?truly itwas a very fad providence, 
and ought to be laid to heart Now interelt as I f11d,ftirs np. 
affe&tion ; how are they affeted that have an interſt in thoſe 
that were burned! how are they afflited with that fad pro- 
vidence! \Vhy now the. peopleof God have an interelt in - 
God; God 15 the Heaven ofa child of God, God is the por- 
tion and inheritance of his people; and when he begins to 
forſake them, they cannot but grieve aad be alfeted , and 
ſo the Ordinances of God they are the jewels,the Treaſures 
of a Chriftian,and he cannot bur be troubled for fear of lg- 
{ing the Ordinances. Jeſs Chriſt is the joy of a Chriſtian, 
and when heis departing from them, they cannot go andbe 
merry at{ucha time. | 


» Thirdly , The people of God cannot bunt tremble when 
the Ark, of Godis in danger , becauſe of the miſchiiefs thar- 
are coming-upon a Nation, whenthe Ark of God is loſt; 
Wobeto that Nation when the Ark.of God is oone from 
it. The Trojans had the Image of Pally ad rhey had atra-' 
dition. , that as long as that Image was' preſerved amonts: 
them, their City ſhould 'neyer be conquered; and: there- 
fore they kept itina Tower, and called it Palladizm. And: 
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theRewa ns had a Buckfer, and they ealled it A»ſelam, and 
they hada tradition, that as long as that Buckler was kept 
fafe, Rowe ſhould neverbe taken; and they ſaid that Buck- 
ler came down from Heayen. Bur ſure 1 am; when God is 
preſent with a Nation to protect them, where the Goſpelis 
preſeryed in purity in a Nation, that Nation cannot but be 
fafe; but whenthe Ark of Sodis gone, when the Goſpel is 
gone, then the Pa'ladinm, then the Anſclam, then the ſafe- 
ty of a Nation is gone. My beloved, had Ihe crongue of 
\ . Men or Angels, I was not able to expreſs the miſery of a 
Nation where the Ark of God 1s gone, giveme leave to fet 
tt forth briefly, a little in a few particulars, which 1 ſhall bug 
juft name. qx6400 
Firſt, \When the Ark of God is taken, then the ways of Wok of Mi 
Sion mourn, aud none come to hcr ſolemn aſſemblies; this | 
was che complaint made in Lament. 2. 4. The ways of Sion 
worn, becauſe none come to her ſol:ms aſſemblies. And is nor 
this matcer of ſadneſs ? | FLO 
| Segondly, When che Ark of God is taken, the Miniſters 
of Qh1iſt are driven into corners3 and that is matter of 
heart-rrembl-ng, TS - 
Thirdly, T he ſouls of our Wives and Children are'in' ;. 
danger tomiſcarry, when the Ark of God is taken, and the 
Goſpel gone. POPPE 6: Es 
_ Fourthly,Theenemies of God will then be ready to blaſ- Tod OW 2.0 4 
pheme and ſay, Where is now your ©: 0d? Where is now i bony ty 
your Ark? Now the enemies of God triumph over the Trap - 
people of God, and as David faith, P/a'. 42.160. 45 witha * hgh " 
S word 18 ry bones mine enemies reproach me daily while they nde Ar av 
eentingalty. ſay unta meg where £1now thy God CO Os om tntfew- that 4 
Fiftly, When the Ark of God is taken, Jeſus' Chriſt is or woma 
then trampled under-feet, th: Ordinanccs of God are ſhur tharof the'?\rk 
out of door ;jthen Blafphemy, Atheiſm, and zll'manner of &ſoro do):thiz 
wickedneſs comes ia like an armed man.” © -  Myofdelign 
_ . Fourthly, Another reaſon why the people of 'God muſt Wherefore that 
needs cremble when the Ark s indanger,is,becaulſe of their tilx affermbly . 
acceſlarinef5 in loſing of the Ark; And this was that which Mis in danger 
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made old £1; ſo muck troubled, becaufe he knew it was for 


his fins that the Ark wastaken Priſoner ; and that God ſuf- 
fered it to be taken aways bf knep rhat his not puniſhing 
his ewo ſons was one great Cauſe of rhe great flaughter that 


N the people of Ifreal mec withal,and that made him to trem- 


ble. There is no perſon here in this Congregation this 
morning , but his heart will cell him, if ever the 2 rk of 

God ſhould be loſt in this Nation, that he hath contributed 
fomeching rowards the loſs cf ic ; 1 ſay, there are none 
of us fo ho'y, but-our conſciences muſt accuſe us, that we 
have contributed fomething towards the loſs of the Ark, 
if it ſhould be l6Q&. And this Mr, Bradford that bleſſed Mar- 
tyr acknowledged in his prayer,as you have it recorded in 
ET of Martyrs, Lord { ſays he ) it was my unthank- 
fulneſs cha: brought in Q-_MLiry's days ; it was my un- 
fruitfulneſs thar. cauſed the untimely deatn of K. Edwayd 
the 6th. And thole Chriſtians that were baniſhed and fled 
in Q.. Mary's days, they profeſſed wherever they came, 
that God for their unthankfulneſs had taken the Goſpe] 
from them,. We may allof us ſay, For my {ins,1nd for thy 


fins the Ark of God ts in danger and rhercforewe had nced 


always tohaye trembling hearts, and ſolicitous heads whar 
will become of the Ark, ot God. And fo much for the ex- 


_ plication of the Doctrine, J ... 


- I come now to che Appitcation ; Andf it be the yroper - 
ty of atrue child of God to, t e ſo ſolicitous when the Ack 
of God is in danger, and co have ſuch a trembling hearc tor 
fear the Ark ſhovld miſcarry, then 'cisa cerrain fign there 
are bur few that arechildren,of.God in-truth. Oh, where'js 
the man:or woman.tbat-is like old ;£1;, that fets trembling 
for fear of the'Ark ? 1ſuppole you all b:licye(and vou have 
cauſe ſo ro do)that my coming hither chis morning was not 
by way:of deſign, but meerly by the providence of God ; 
and therefore that which: now 1, ſay, was not premedirared 
for this affembly. It muſt not be denied but that the Ark of 
God is in danger to be loſt, ard chat, upon this double ac- 


COUINT- 
Firſf, 


(6) 


Firft,7 1 reference to the many {ns thatare in the Nation; 
Let me tell you , There is not one {in for which God hath 
taken away the Ark from any | eople , but that fin may be 
found among us : Did the Chiirch of Epbeſi:s loſe the Can- 
dleſtick Fecauſe ſhe left her firſt love? and have not wedone 
ſo 2 Did the Church of Laodicea loſe the Candleſtick? You 
know the Goſpel is called the Candleſtick; and was 10t the 
Goſpel removed from them becauſe of their lukewaz mnef; 


that's one realſc 
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hat are" the 
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And arent.we puilty of Jukewarmneſs? Did] the people of 
Iſrael here lofethe ark becauſe they abhored the ofiering of 


God? and do not we do ſo? are nor the fins of the pevple of 
Iſrael among us ? Nay, are not the ſins of Germany and all 9. 
tierNations among us? and can any man that is here before 
God this day,-that conſiders the uatiiankfilzeſs, the'great 
prophanels that there is in the Nation, but muſt coafeſs, 
Surely the Ark isin danger, and God nay jultly toke ir a- 
way. I will not makea Catalogue of our fins, for that is not 
my purpoſe; I might tell you of our Commet-wealth fins, 
drunkennel<, uncleannefs, bribery and opprefiion ; might 
te lyou of our Sanftuary {ins, the prophaning of' davbaths; 
and ſo of all qur other lins of unthankfulnels, unfruicful- 
ne(s ; you of this place, Sirs, God may' well take the Ark 
from you; and indeed;it was the great reſpett Il hadto you 
of this Pariſh, whom I ſhall ever own, and praiieGod for, 
as long asl havebreathin me 3-It was my reſpeCt T bear to 
you, wonld not let me ſendyon home this morning with- 
out 2 Sermon. Ts there any of you in this Pariſh or Con- 
gregation, that canſay, God may notjuſtly unchurck' you, 
and mkeaway his Gofpelfromryou ? You thavehadirt now. 
3n My two famous Preveceia'e, Dr: Taylor; andDr:Stozzh- 


ton, and my poor pains in three or four and twenty y.2rs 
among you : Do nor your conſciences tell younow, that 
God may juſtly unchurch you, and take away the power 
of the Miniſtry ? for I cont that anunchurching , when 
Wwe want the power ofthe Mihiltry, 'a 'ſoul-fearching Mini- 
ſry, when we want a farthfuj Miniſter co go before ns : 
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(10) 
and that's one reaſon-why be. may ſafely ſay the Ark of 
God is in great danger of being loſt. . +. | | 

Secondly, I have another that I may without prejudice 
ſay, and that is the abundance of Popiſh Prieſts and Je- 
ſuits that are-in the midſt of us, the growing and encrea- 
ſing of Popery,and that prneneſs that is in people to run 
headlons baek again to the Garlick and Onions of Egypr : 
Fhis argument it is ſufficient to make us all believe the Ark 
of God is in danger. Nay, ſhall I add, The diſcontentments 
and diviſions that are. in the Nation ? and Chriſt himſeif 
hath ſaid, That a Nation diviled againſt it ſelf cannot ftand- 
Bur I leave theſe things to your conſideration, | believe 
now there.is not one that hears me chis mornings, but will 
confeſs the Ar k of God is.in danger of bzing loſt, Burt now 
where are our old Elies ? Whereare ſuch as Phineas Wife, 
ſach women as ſhe, that would not be.comforted ? Where 
arc our Moſes's, our Urixzh's, our Elia's? where are hoſe 
that lay to heart chedanger ot the Ark of God ? Mybre- 
thren, you complain of taxes, of the decay of trade,:you 
complain of this and that eral burther 3 Bur where 1s the 
man, where is the man that complains and bemoans the 
danger that the Arkof God is tn ? Moſtof youare of Gal- 
lies temper,of whom it is ſaid, A##.$:thar he cared for none 


of thoſe things; had it been for civil matters,he would have 


hearkened; but when it came to matters of Religion,Gall:o 
cared not for it, nor regarded ir not. My brethren; every 
man is troubled about meam and tuxm. about his civil con- 


cernments, and very folicitous what ſhal! become of him ; 


but who lays to heart, who regards what ſhail become of 
rhe Ark of God ? there isa ſtrange kind of indifferency and 


 lukewarmneſs upon peoples-ſpirits, inſomuch chat moſt 


people ſorth:y mighthave their trading and their civil bur- 
thens removed,they care not what becoms of the Ark;rhere 
is a Text I would have you turn to; chough 1 cannor ſpend 


time in openins it; becauſe 1ſhill be-prevented 3 it is Heſ:7- 


9. Strangers have devenred his treaoth, and be: kneW- it not; 


ea, grey hair, are here and theye upon him ,and hs knows ut not. 


Shajl 


I 2: 

- Shall I lay grey CG HCot Rp Goſpel ? I come not here 
to Propheſie this morning; I do not fay the. Goſpel 153 
dying, I fay not ſo ; but | fay it hath grey hairs 3: for we. 
have had the Goſpel above a hundred yeais now in Fngland 


(pray mark) and therefore it is in its old age.; and 1 dare 
ehallenge any Scholar to ſhew me any Nation that ever en- 
Joyed the Goſpel a hundred years together, except this Na- 


tion of Expland; and we have enjoyed the Goſpel above an. 


hundred years : Therefore. may cruly ſay it hath grey 
hairs after an hundredyears, that .is, no wonder grey hairs 
arehere and there ; yet no man knows it, no man regards 
ic, ant no man lays itto heart.” Shall 1 ſpend a little time to 
ſhew you whata tin this is, not to bc affetted with the dan- 
ger.the Ark of God is in 2 Conlider it in theſe two particu- 
lars briefly. 


Firſt,” Tis a ſign you love not che Gofpel, if you have no 


love to the Ark; for had you any loye to it, you would be 


troubled more for the danger the Ark 1s in, then for any 
outward danger whatever. = 

- TI havereadaremarkable fhory among the Roz2rms, that 
when any man wasaccuſed for his life, aJl his frienct$s and re- 
lations put on mourning garments; and when he went. to 
anſwer for his. life, all his Kindred and Relations foilowed 
him in mourning before the King, therein ſhewing-che love 


they bote to his perſon in danger. And beloved, did you - 


lovethe Miniſtry of the Goſpel, did you love the Ordinan- 
ces of Chriſt, yon would all put on mourning garments 
when they-are in danger 3” and becauſe you 4o n2ot, it isa 
ſ1gnyothavenoloveto the Goſpel. And then again _ 
Secondly, *Tisa ſign youhave no intereſt in the Goſpel; 
forintereſt will tir up affe&ion; *cis a fign (irs, you are not 
concerned inthe Goſpel; for if it were your concernment, 
you would be afteted withir ; for I faid but even now, it 
31S 1impoiliblethat thoſe thac areconcerned in the late lJamen- 
table hire (the like hath n-»t happened 'ia London fince the 
Sun-powder got firenear the Tower, when {o many houſes 
were blown-up by the pawder; that was a ſad, lamentable 
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- time indeed but fince that ) Ze like hath not been ſeen in 
nd 3 and it is.impoſiible bur chat thoſe that hadintereſ 
5 in it, ſhould be :ffefted with it: You haye no mtcreſt m 
Mk God, if you are not troubled. at the loſs of his -preſence ; 
cal you haveno intereſtin Chriſt,and in the Miniſters ofChiift, 
a i ag _— tremble not, nor fear at the loſs of them. 
.Nayy let Me 12aY, ; 
- - Thirdly, There is a curſe of God pronounce againſt 
 allt hoſe that lay not to heart rhe. aftliftions of Foſeph 3 give 
meleayeto read ty you eAmos 6.6, Wo to them that are at 
y £aſein Zion, that truſt iz the Mountain of Samaria, that put 
thy far from them the evil day, that liexpon beds of tvory, that eat 
«i the Lambs out of the flock,, and da#ce to the ſeundof the Vil, 
that drink, wine in bowls, but are not grieved for the affliction 
| _ of Foſejb. Oh wo, woto you that make merry, andnever 
he Goſpel, if Joh conſider the danger the Ark of God is in. = 
toye toit, youmi , ©ſe 2+ The ſecond Ule is, To beſeech you ail, being 
e Ark-is in, thek this day nnexpeRted, it 15 pollible my coming may do much 
be wo it poi Prove a ev providence : Let me beſeech 
am9ns the Rang u then, that you wou eclare that you are Che people 
fe, all his fringe of God in deed and In truth, 1R Following the — 
; and wheahen as Eli: Five things 1 would perſwade you to: 
ad Refatinn ff That you would believe that the Goſpel is not en- 
herein ſhewingil alled upon Ergland; Exglandinath no Letters Patents for 
And beloved, 6 Tae Goſpel ; the Goſpel isnotperpetual. and immoveable ; 
on low rl God took away the Ark, and forſvok Shzloh ; God took 
you love the0F- away the Ark not only from the children of Iſ7ael, bur took 
Mn mourning gu away the Temple, unchurched th 1 ies b byyl 
5 bye Raf . lſevenChurches of Afia ; and we oF hed Nees ds he _ 
$4 the G4 DT | I "wy m—_ know a warrant we haveto afſure 
a ſign (irs, you years. ] Doan TOLL 5 eq _ burp” 
re Jour cone you, God knows i pk: | porta C Neſt pe - 
ad but vel yo deſtroyit 3; God will * 4: OP STII et 
ned in the htc Church ; 'but God often removes his ©hurch from one Nas 
7 18 Lond tion to another ; he hath remoyed his Chureh out of the 
hen {0 MUJ#! Eaſt (tor Greece waz Once the moſt famous Churoh in the 


- 


as a fad, lays? C world) 


world) this place now: the kirk is gone from 5 : God 
knows how to remoye his Candleſtick, though he never 
-breaks and defiroysit, | 4 
Secondly, I would likewiſe perſwade you to this, That - july, 
Enplands Ark isin danger of being loſt, were it only for the 
fins and prodigious iniquities that we are guilty of.- Oh the 
ſtrange and unheard of ingratitnde that is in the Land ! but 
I will fay no more of that, becauſe 1 will ſpeak nothing but . } 
'w hat becomsa ſober & peaceable Miuiſter;yetI would haye 
you be perſwaded of the great danger the Ark of God is in, 
Thirdly, Oh that 1could raife you up to old E!7's po. 
fture ! Remember the Text, Heſate watching, and his beart 
trembled for fearof tbe Art, and to move you to this, con- thdone great t 
(ider what a ſad condition we {hould be in, ſhould the Oo nos's Wi 
Ark be loſt : Alas! what good would your Eftates do |, 3s 1 have del 
. you, if the Ark of God betaken away ? How can you look jt od hat] 
npon-your wives and children with comfort, if the Ark of 1;-0ut & eorſake 
God be gone ? Wherein doth Englands glory go beyond __ 


other Nations ? other Nations are more wealthy than ape, that thoug 


England ; the 7#rk hath more wealth than any Proteſtane tak mithun Us. 
King 3 tac Heathen Nations have more of the glory of the *ondly » Anoth 
World , than ary Chriſtian King hath; more outward platce of pray! 
pomp, and richapparel : What then is the glory of -Eng- mitt pray co G 
lagd, blit the Goſpel ? Andif the GolPel be gone, the glo- qaotbeloſt ; an 
ry is gone, andall our comforts are gone. Remember Phi- », God never all 
neas Wife; they came and told her ſhe had born a ſon, #nhen God int 
burit was no great comfort to her, ſhe regarded it nor, 1\k, be takes a 
ſhe hearkenednot unt9 them, but called his name 7cha- t where God cc 
bod; why lo ? fir the gloryis departed from Iſrael. Oh ! when I||bepreſent, anc 
the glory is gone, who would delire to live? Iamloth to ihowif there ha 
tell you che ſt5ry that I have heard of from unjueſtionz- if had ſpared tl 
ble Authors, of Chryſoftome ; he was but one ma1, wh».y:t mthroach me 
whcnto leave Conftaht;nople, when he was put ont of his Winthis Natior 
'plice, an.) baniſhed, the people of Conftuntinople were fo toy, but cry tc 
affeted with Chryſoſt:sme, that they al] went to the Em- ws but +, thi 
perour , 2nd petitioned for their Miniſter, fayinz, They mw? 
could as (ogn miſs the Sun out of the Firma.uent, as Thirdly. Anot 
miſs L | 
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miſs Chryſoffome. But 1 will not enlarge upon theſethings. 


. Wo, wo, the ſad, lamentable, and woful condition that . 
we ſhall be | in, if the Ark of God be taken; andtherefore 


we had needl(it trembling for fear ofthe Ark. * CY 
Fourthly, Another thing that I would perſwade you to. . 


is this, Not to mourn immoderately. neither :, I woul, 

willingly ſpeak ſome comfort to you, God knows whenl 
ſhall (peak again ; and therefore before leave you, 1 would- 
notſend you home comfortleſs : Mourn not therefore as. 


without hope ; for I have four arguments to perſwade me, , 


that the Ark of God will not be loft, though it be in dan- 
ger of being loſt. 


Arg. 1. Tie firſt encour aging argument is this, Becauſe 


God hath done great things already. for.this Nation, and | 
argue like Manoa's Wife, Furely (faith ſhe to her Husban 


if Ged would heve deſtroy ed ts, be would wit have done 6 uo) 


omfort, ifthef f2r #5.;.-but God hath Joncl much for us, that ſurely he 


wiil not now forſakens,; and that may be ſome ground 
of hope, that though our hearts do tremble, yet [ec then, 
not ink within us. 


Secondly, Another encouragement of hopes from the | 


abundance of praying-people in the Nation. : There are 
many that pray co God night and day, that the Ark of Gol, 
may not be loſt ; and let me aſſure you one thing this mor- 
ning, God never diddeftroy a praying and reforming peo- 
plez when God intends to deſtroy a Nation, to take away 
its Ark, he takes away the ſpirit of prayer from that peo- 
ple; where God continues a ſpirit of prayer, there God 
Till be preſent, andthere God will continue his Ark; you 
all know if there had been but ten good men in five Cities, 

God had ſpared the five Citiee for the ren mens ſakes. 


Now throagh mercy there are muny hundreds that fear 


God 1n this "Nation, and that do. not give God ief nighe 

nor day, but cry to God for mercy on the Nation, and who 

knows but fur their ſakes God may continue the Goſpel 
to us £ 

Thirdly, Another ground of comfort is this, and 1 am 

C 2 | much 


/ Fi 


JA FE 2. 
much affc&ed with it, God hath dealt with _ 
way ofRule but by way of prerogative : For beloved, we 
have had Church and Sermen-fins in the midſt of us aft 


along Queeen Elizabeths days, King fawes, and King 


Charles the firſt his days; we have alſo been an-unthagk. 


fol Nation, and our Miniſters Have threatned ruine and 
defirution upon us from year to year ; but God hath hi. 
therto ſaved England by way of Perogatiye , though we 


- have thoſe fins among us for which he defiroyed other Na- 


tions.5 yet God hath ſpared us, becauſe he will ſpare us, 
zccordingrto that Text, Iwillbe gracions to whom I Will be 
gracious, God is not tyed to hig own Rule, God may make 
ag exemption, 5 and who onows whether God may 
not make 


Rule ? 


Fourthly, Another ground of comfort is this, God is 
now a pouring out his :'1als upon Antichrift, and all thoſe 


Wars that are in Chriſtendom , ſhall endin the ruine of. 


Antichriſt; Obſerve this., and carry it home with you. 
I fay,God,is pouring out his.Vials upon the Throne of the- 
Beaſt,and all thoſe Wars that arein Chriſtendom,ſhall end: 
in.the rgine and deltruQion of Antichriſt, both Eaſtern. 
and Weſtern Antichriſt; and rhough ſome drops of thoſe 
Vials. may drop. ypon_ the Reformed Churches, and 
they may. {marc for a while , God may ſeverely puniſh. 
them 3, yet.it is but fora little while , but the Vials ſhall, 
al be Poyred upon Antichriſt , there ſhall it reſt , there 


ſhajlir centre ; indeed the Lord may chaſtiſe his people, 
and ſcourpgeall the Reformed Churches before the Vials be 


all. popred out 3. I ſay, God may ſcourge all the Reformed: 
Churches,, and. aſound of perſecution may. go throu gh 
them a'l, which are called drops of choſe Vials 3 but the 
Vials are intended for Antichriſt, and ſhall all end in the 
ruine of Antichriſt, andin the fall of Babylon , which is 
ground of great conſolation to rhe people of God ; and 
whatſocyer becomes of us, yet our Children, and our chil- 
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drens children ſhall ſeethe ie of thoſe Vials poured our 
at laft upon the Whore of B,4by/on, to the ruine of Anti- 
chriſtand all his a1herents. 

Fifthly and laſtly, to draw to a concluſion; I am to ex- 
hort you all to contribute vour utmoſt endeavours rokeep 
the Ark of God trom being lefr. - Now here | ſhould ſhew 
you what the Magiſtrates muſt do to keep the Ark from'be- 
ng carried into captivity, and what the Miniltters muſt do 
and what the people ſhould do, 24 


Firſt, What the Magiſtrates areto do 5 and not bing to 
fpzak to them, I ſhall ſpeak littie of chem. The Mapiſtraces 
are to ule their Authority for the ſecling of the Ark: for the 
Ark of the Covenant will be like Noghs Ark , alwaysfloat- 
ing uponthe top of the waters,rill the Magiffrares that are 
fet over it, wtll endeavourto ſertieir. Thus we read of 
David, 2 Sam. 6. David and all bis men were pathered 
together, thirty thouſand men, all his Noble men w2nt in 
great pomp to the ferching home of the Ark; you may read 
the Chapter at your leiſure. Andin 2 Chyox. 2, 5. there 
you find Solomon and all his Nobles with a great deal of 
pomp fetching home the ark. Oh how ſhould: this encou- 
rage our Noblesand our Magiirares. chat they might be 
folicitous in ſetling theark of God Give meleave to fay 
thus mucho Majeftrates you muſt n1. do as the Philiftines 
did, they had the ark, but what did they do with ir? why 
they ſet ic up-in the houfe of Dazos ; but Dagov andthe ar i 
will neveragree ;zalways when Dagon and che falle Re:igi- 
on goes in at one door, the Ark and th true Reiigion goes 
outat the other door. We mult not theretore pur che 
Ark, and Dagon together. 


Secoudly, What muſtrthe Miniſters do to keep the ark 
from beins loſt ? why the Miniſters that bear the ark mult 
be holy , the ark will never proſper under the ſhoulders of + 
Hopint and Phizeas; carry that home wich you : It is not. 
your wicked Miniſters chat caa ſcrile the ark ; ic is noc 

your 
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your prophane, drunken Minilihr ; Ro, it muſt bethe god- 
iy, ſober, pious and religious Minilters. How holy ought 
they to be that draw near tothe God of holine(s? So much 
for the Duty of Miniſters. 


5 
y *% 


 ſartwhen God 


Thirdly, Whar muſt the people of God do; why there 
are four thing to conimend toyou,ang I will commend you: 
to God. 1. Do not 1dozize the Ark, 2, Do not undervalue 
tae Ark, 3. Do notpry into the Ark, 4. Do not meddle 
with the Ark nnlels you have a cal}. 5, Keep the Cove-. 
nanc of the Ark, Briefly of theſe, andI have done. 


1. Do not idolize the Ark; that was the fin of the people 
in the Texc, they thought tne very Preſerice of the Ark, 
would have ſured cthems and therefore they carried the 
Ark into the Camp ; though they did not repent and re- 
torm, yet" they thought if the Ark, were inthe Camp, they 
were {ecure: and thus many think, if they can get a good 
Miniſter, certainly God will bleſs them,though they them- 
elves benever ſo wicked. This 1s to1dolize the Ark; there 
ts n9thing that will ſecure a-Nation, but repentance and re-. 
formation,'tis not” the having the Goſpel, but the living: 
anſwerable to the Goſpel, that will ſecure the Goſpel. Take 
_heed therefore of idolizing the Ark, 

Secondly, We mult not undervalue the Ark, this was 
Michael her fin : David danced befare the Ark, and Mzcbael 
mocked him ; but ſaid David, it is before the Lord : if this 


be co be vile, I will bemore vile ſtil]. There are ſome men 


begin to ſay, what need we have any Preaching, will not 


reading of” prayers ſerve the turn , what need we Preach, 


ſay others, what need 1s there of ſo much Preaching 2 will 
not once a day ſerye ? what needs all this ? Oh ! but firs, this 


is to undervalne the Ark ; and the faithful Miniſters of 


Chrift muſt ſay, if this be to be vile to Preach twice a day, 
co Faft and Pray for Tie ſafety of a Nation, wewill be more 

vile {t1}]. = | 
Thirdly, we muſt not pry 1fto the Ark; this was the lin 
of the Bethſhamites, God deſtroyed 50000. of ys for 
| 90k= 
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looking ints the ark : You 32 not be curious in pryins - 
ntowhatGod hath not revealed: There are great choughts 
of heart when God intends to deliver his people; give me 
jeave to ſpeak plainly to you : There are many that talk 
of 1566, they think the. year of dcliverance ſhall be chat 
year when Antichriſt ſhall be deſtroyed; and there is a 
Book printed to prove that Antichriſt ſhall be deſtroyed 
n 1666, and: there are ſirong impreſſions upon thihearts 
of many learned men as to the year 166c. ſome g0 to the 
year 1669. for the ruin of Antiehriſt; fome pitch upon a 
time that's nearer, which | am loath to name to you : But 
truly my Brethren, if you wonld bave my judgement (and 
Iam Slad'of this opportunity to tell you ſo this moraing) 
this is to pry roo much intothe ark: Remerhber that I'rxc, 
and live by it, ris not for ou to know times and ſeaſons, you 


. muſt not ſay, ſuch end ſach a year ; for when that year ts 


come, you find you are deceiv'd,'tis the way to make you 
eAtheifts,to believe nothing : Certainly thoſe Afinifers do 
no good to the Church; that preſcribe rimes and ſcaſons,for 
when thoſe ſeafonsare come, and we find our ſelves diſap- 
pointed, after that we will believe the Miniſter no more. 
Givemeleaveto tell you a ſtory, in the year one thouſand 
( which I have from ancient Authors )- wherein it was be- 
lieved throughout all the Chriſtian world, that theday of - 
Judgement ſhould begin, and great humiliations and re- 
pentance was fn all Chrilt an Churches 3 but when they ſaw 
the year end, andithe day of Judgement happencd not,rhey 
all fell ro their old profeſfions, and afterward would be. 
lieve nothing- 'Tis more dangerous then yon-imagine, for 
men to pirch on times and ſeaſons, Gods time 1s the beſt 
time, and he that delieyerth, maketh not haſt : We muſt nor 
pry too much into the Ark, leſt the puniſhmeut of re Berb- 
fbemites be our portion. | 

Fortyly, You muſt not meddfe wich the Ark,, unleſs cal- 


Ted roit; this was the fin of Vzzab, he rouched the Ark 


(you know the ſtory ) the Ark was in danger 0: filltng : 


he (good man )mea 1ing no hurt, to keep up the Ark , - 
touch 


| os 
touchthe Ark, butit neither did bim g 


the carrying home of the Ark . We haye bad great diſor- 
drr bcretoforce, and God is now puniſhiagus for that difor- 
- der 2 There was abundance of weli-meaning men that 
uſurped the Miniſterial Office ; and (for ſooth) they were 
afraid the Ark was falling, and they laid to their ſhoulders 
but tha touchiap the Ark, undid the Ark, and themſelves 
ro0, aud brought a ſcandal on the Goſpel If you would 
have the Goipel, ſertled remember, They that be Conſecrated 
muſt touch the Ark: DT 
Fifthly and Laftly,jif eyer you will preſerve the ark keep . 
the Laws that theark preſeryes ; for in theark were the 
firſt and ſecond Tavle of the Law ; now theſe two Tables, - 
the firſt and ſecond Tableof the Law you muſt keep ; keep 
the Law, and God will keep the atk; bur if you breakthe 
] aw, you forfeit the ark. The ark is called the 4rh of the 
Covenant ; keep the Covenant with God, and Jod will Us 5 
preſerveyourark ;- but if: you break, your Covenant made . {7 
wich God in your Baptiſm, and the Covenant renewed at pO 


che Sacrament ; if you break this Covenant , God will - | 
break, the ark and you. | 7, ” 


And thus (Beloved)I have adventured our of that great 
aftefion I bear ro you, to give you this morning this dil- 
courfe, The Lord give a bleſſing to what hath be:n ſpoken. 


